Newport Farmer’s Market Rules for 2011
1. The market will be in operation from May 7th to October 2nd on the following days and times (season and hours may be extended by Farmer’s Market Steering Committee):
SATURDAYS                                                                                                           TUESDAYS
Setup Time:
7:30 am to 8:00 am                                                      5:00 pm - 5:30 pm
Selling Hours:
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 pm                                                 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm
2. No selling is allowed before or after the posted market times. 

3. As a special promotion there will be no vendor fee in 2011. Contributions to help support the market will be accepted at the end of each market. 
4. Vendors must be farmers that reside in one of the approved counties listed below. Re-selling of non-local products is not permitted. Misrepresentation of “Locally-Grown” products is cause for automatic expulsion from the market. The Newport Farmer’s Market may conduct farm visits throughout the season to ensure that products sold at the market, in fact, grown by the vendor.
Counties Permitted:
Tennessee Counties: 

Cocke, Sevier, Hamblen, Jefferson, and Greene  
North Carolina Counties:

Haywood, Madison 
5. Any vendor who wishes to advertise as “Organic” must meet the following guidelines:

a. If the vendor is certified organic they must present the Farmer’s Market Manager with such evidence to be placed on file, and may be permitted to advertise as “Certified Organic”.
b. If the vendor has not been certified, they may advertise that they grow organically but must state they are not certified.  

6. Vendor must check in with Market Manager daily upon arrival to be directed to their assigned space. Parking is first come; first serve and vendors will be required to accept the space given to them each day. Vendors may sell from the back of pick-up trucks, but only from within their assigned space.
7. Vendors are required to check out with the Market Manager upon leaving. At check out vendors must bring all EBT food stamp tokens to the Manager in order to be reimbursed. Vendors are required to anonymously submit a daily cash sales record to the Market Manager in effort for the market to assess its progress year to year.
8. The following items may be offered for sale at the market:   
Items NOT requiring certificates        



 Items requiring certificates:
· Vegetables grown from seeds, sets, or seedlings

· Fruits, nuts, or berries
· Dried Herbs
· Bulbs propagated by the seller
· Honey produced from the seller's bees
· Cut or dried flowers grown by the seller
· Firewood cut by the seller
· Straw baled by the seller
· Eggs
· Potted products (herbs, flowers, shrubs, or trees in pots)
· Poultry (chicken, duck, turkey)
· Any meats (Beef, lamb, pork, buffalo, ostrich, emu, etc.)
· Processed Dairy products (cheese, milk, etc.)
· Baked Goods (bread, muffins, granola, or other baked goods)
· Foods processed in a certified kitchen
 You must comply with state regulations or you will not be permitted to sell. A current state certification and a copy of your last inspection must accompany your goods for any of the above categories.

9. Sales must be made in an orderly and business-like fashion. Shouting, hawking and other loud and objectionable tactics of solicitation are not allowed. Profanity is not allowed. Loud radios are not allowed.
10. The Newport Farms Market utilizes the EBT Food Stamp program so that we can cater to customers of all income levels.  All food vendors must participate in the food stamp program to sell goods at market. Vendors must sign and understand the “Food Stamp EBT Program Vendor Agreement”  in addition to these Rules and Regulations before setting up to vend at the market. 
11. No fruit or vegetable products (sold for consumption) can be displayed directly on the ground/pavement. Fruits and vegetables must be displayed off the ground.

12. Each site should be kept neat, clean, and free of offensive odors. Spaces must be cleaned before the vendor departs the market. You are required to take your trash with you upon leaving market. Leaving produce or any products on site is not allowed. 
13. Tables, scales, bags, sacks, boards/shelves, baskets, signs, containers, change, and chairs must be provided by each vendor. Scales must be certified by the Tennessee Department of Agriculture and must be posted as approved.

14. A single-vendor space may be shared by more than two independent growers; however, each grower must submit check in and out with the manager each day. 
15. No signs, displays or shelves can remain at the market.

16. No pets are allowed inside the market.  (Exceptions will be made with service animals.)
17. No alcohol is allowed on the property.

18. The market facility is accessible for the disabled. All vendors should assist in making sure that the market is a safe and accessible environment for all customers. 
19. Vendors are encouraged to price their products competitively. Locally grown products are essentially more valuable than other imported products.
20. Vendors are encouraged to clearly mark the price of all products.

21. Complaints must be reported directly to the manager.

22. Vendors are encouraged to provide only high quality products.

23. Enforcement of market guidelines is the sole responsibility of the market manager. Any vendor who is found not in compliance with any of the above guidelines will:

· First: receive a warning from the manager

· Second: be asked to leave the market and will not be allowed to return to the market unless approved by the Steering Committee.
24. All concerns or complaints regarding the rules of this market should first be discussed with the market manager. Vendors have the right to a hearing before the entire Steering Committee within two weeks of a written request to the Market Manager.

I have read and agree to abide by all the rules set by the Newport Farmer’s Market Steering Committee for 2011.

Signature___________________________________

Date______________                                                                                                                                     

Print Name__________________________________      Phone________________________

Farm Name__________________________________

Print Mailing Address

______________________________






______________________________             
E-Mail
_______________________________________


